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cedar are the typical trees. The 'leaf trees, birch and aspen,
are very common, and, together with alders, willow, and
mountain ash, often form considerable thickets.
The most valuable tree of the coniferous forest is the larch.
It is a large, tall tree, with hard wood, and is often called
the Siberian oak. It is most abundant in Eastern Siberia,
where it is found farther north than any other tree, and pro-
vides a continuous unbroken mantle over the mountains.
Highly resistant to decay, it is greatly valued for housing
construction. It accommodates itself very well to frozen,
dry, wet, or turf soils.
In the deep valleys of Transbaikalia pine forests are fre-
quently seen, and they occur also in the valley of the middle
course of the Lena. In the extreme north of Siberia the
Siberian fir is never seen.
The spruce and fir forests of European Russia and Western
Siberia have a gloomy and mournful appearance. The thick
cover of trees shuts out the light of day and favours the growth
of moss in damp situations and on the decayed stumps of
trees and fallen branches. Lichens with long, trailing grey
tendrils hug the tree-trunks.
Where bushes and grasses are able to grow they are usually
of a bleached, pale character. The flowers lack colour and
are often white. These gloomy forests are also silent. The
cries of birds and animals are rarely heard, and the deep
stillness is broken only by the squirrel as he cracks his nuts,
the tapping of the woodpecker in search of insects, or the
cracking of branches and twigs under the heavy tread of a
bear. In South-western Siberia, birch and aspen bring variety
to the forest; there are more open spaces in which tall, rich
grass and ferns, juniper, bilberry, raspberry, crowberry, and
strawberry grow, and the atmosphere is altogether lighter
and happier than in the black forests of the north.
Exploitation of the interior forest lands is limited by lack
of transport, and although this has to some extent been
overcome by the utilization in summer of the Siberian rivers
in conjunction with the Arctic sea route, large forested areas
still remain untouched.